
 

Black Creek Township Supervisors Regular Meeting Agenda 
March 5th, 2020 at 6: 00p.m  

 

Regular Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Black Creek Township Supervisors, was held on Thursday, March 

5th, 2020 at 6pm.  

• Attendance:    Roll Call: Davis & Rohrbach were present Adams was absent 

      

Public Comment on Agenda Items: None 

 

Minutes: 

The chairwoman asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of regular 

meeting held February 6th, 2020, at 6:00pm.   

• A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to approve the minutes of the regular 

meeting, as presented.  

• All in favor: “Aye” 

 

 

Financial Report: 

The treasurer gave the township’s financial report from February 1st-29th, 2020.   

General Fund in BBT:   $140,267.25  

PLGIT PRIME Savings:   $ 82,192.55 (1.70%interest rate) 

State Funds PLIGIT           $ 11,149.32 (1.43%interest rate) 

PLGIT Alumni Savings $   5,436.24 (1.43%interest rate) 

 

 

Total Funds:     $ 239,045.57 

 

• A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to approve the financial report. 

• All in favor: “Aye” 

  

 

Bills: 

Payment of the bills, as presented. 

• A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to approve the bills as presented and to pay 

any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting.  

• Roll Call: Davis yes; Rohrbach yes 

 

Correspondence: 

Tarah Toohil: 

Summarized By Supervisor Davis 



 

Free Admission at Several State Museums for Charter Day 

 
Celebrate Charter Day on Sunday, March 8, with free admission to the State Museum 
in Harrisburg and many historic sites and museums, including the Pennsylvania 
Anthracite Heritage Museum in Scranton, along the Pennsylvania Trails of History. 
 
In honor of the Commonwealth’s 339th birthday, visitors to the State Museum will 
have a rare opportunity to see the original Charter of Pennsylvania written in 1681. 
 
Additionally, in recognition of the 150th anniversary of the passage of the 15th 
Amendment, the Pennsylvania State Archives will exhibit two rarely seen documents: 
Pennsylvania’s Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery (1780) and the state’s 
ratification of the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution (1869), which ensured 
the right of American men to vote, regardless of “race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude.” The documents will be on display until 1 p.m. Friday, March 13. 
Dan Meuser: Coronavirus (COVID-19)   

 

Dear Friend,  

In recent weeks, we have heard a great deal about the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) and 

its spread in China and to other countries, including the United States. I have attended 

several meetings with senior health officials from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 

and U.S. Departments of State and Health & Human Services, as well as the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health. I want to provide an update based on the latest 

information from these expert sources.  
 

The American public remains at low risk of infection. Presently, there are just 86 

confirmed cases in 9 U.S. states, almost all of which originated through travel to an 

infected area in another country. Worldwide, confirmed cases have occurred in 58 

countries but the vast majority of cases are in China, specifically in the Wuhan province. 

Although the fatality rate at the epicenter of the outbreak in China is 2.7%, it is 

considerably lower worldwide and in developed countries like the United States. The vast 

majority of people who have had the coronavirus are now recovering as they would from 

any other illness.   
 

Common hygiene practices such as regular handwashing, covering your mouth when 

sneezing, and avoiding contact with sick people are effective ways to stop the spread of 

the coronavirus. Symptoms of the virus resemble the flu and include, coughing, shortness 

of breath, and fever. If you have recently traveled to China and are exhibiting these 

symptoms, you should self-isolate in your home and seek medical care. Before visiting a 

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=PA09DM&crop=14425QQQ6720327QQQ5062297QQQ7564492&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cdc.gov%2fcoronavirus%2f2019-ncov%2findex.html&redir_log=104035161607358


doctor’s office, you should let them know that you recently traveled to China. If you 

exhibit symptoms and have not recently traveled to an area of high-risk for infection, 

however, you are far more likely to have the flu than to have coronavirus. 

 

Supervisor Davis added that the road foreman John & his coworkers will be cleaning out 

ditches. 
 

Attorney McDonald commented that Richard Ridgeway had went on a cruise to Hawaii 

with his wife & are now stuck on the ship until further notice.  

He also commented about the Civil War Museum in Harrisburg Pa which is free to get in. 

He added that there are different stories that the museum has you follow along to such as 

a slave family, farm family, and a wealthy family & what they each go through during the 

Civil War. 
 

Reports: 

Zoning Report:  Zoning/Codes Officer Carl Alber, absent. Report was 1 zoning permit and 3 

complaints, which were a dumping complaint, a burning complaint, & a shooting complaint. He 

visited the burning site & did not see any burning, referred the dumping complaint to civil 

matter, & the shooting complaint he was unable to do anything. 

 

Fire Company: Fire Chief Joe Lescowitch, absent & no report. 

 

Emergency Management:  Steve Motil, absent. Motil reported that the High Mountain Dirt 

Riders held a motorcycle endurance race last year in Black Creek Township which had about 

1,000 participants. He is going to fill out an ICS201 form to have on hand in case of an 

emergency. He also emailed that he would suggest 2 supervisors from the township go to the 

incident command course located in West Hazleton which is 2 hours long. This is a NIMS 

Municipal requirement in which Supervisor Rohrbach has signed up.   

 

Engineer Report: - Engineer Jason Snyder, absent. Snyder reported that there was a technical 

assist done through LTAP on March 5th 2020. This stated that they had met with 2 members 

from the board of supervisors and the road foreman. LTAP suggested that the unused part of 

Derringer street should be discussed to vacate. In an email sent by the engineer, it stated that they 

spoke with the county conservationist about grant funding to remove road & stabilize and replant 

vegetation. Scotch valley & Golf Course Roads were reviewed as poor. Recommend to pursue 

grant funding through PennDOT & DCED to complete full reclamation and overlay projects on 

both roads. Drainage projects should be planned in advance of the FDR. Cedar Head Road, Red 

Fox Lane, and Church Road should be considered for maintenance, single or double application 

surface treatments. Municipal service will have to write project approval.    

 

Solicitor: Anthony McDonald.:  The township solicitor, Attorney McDonald, present. McDonald 

reported that he spoke with Penn Rod gun club & Supervisor Bonnie Adams several times. 

Supervisor Adams has notified the solicitor that she is ill and cannot be on the head of recreation, 

in which the township will need a new volunteer. No provision in second class township code for 

absent supervisors. Township will be losing code enforcements officer. The recycling centers at 



other townships where Attorney McDonald also works with, had let their centers go due to high 

cost. The road vacation must be advertised, and letters must be sent to property owners that the 

road interferes with. A sign must be put in the ground where the road is located, and on the 

outside of the township building. The hearing was proposed to be at 5:30pm during April 2nd 

2020 township meeting. The solicitor will do the court report & advertisement. Suggested to call 

tax office to get the property owners information that have land going through this area of 

vacation. Right of way issue for resident Chiola, who lives along the edge of the rock Glen park, 

which they use as their driveway.  

 

Supervisor Rohrbach added that there was an executive session held regarding personnel.  

 

Road Department:  Chairwoman Rohrbach, present. Road crew repaired a pipe on Tower Road. 

cold patched all holes that appeared in township twice. The road crew also removed trees from 

Park St. They salted the roads during several storms. LTAP held a on class drainage & ditches. 

Did demolition to a portion of the old township garage. Made repairs to fleet & township 

equipment. Cleaned culverts in Rock Glen. Removed down trees off the roads, & started 

cleaning ditches throughout the township.  

 

Supervisor Rohrbach added that if any residents would like fill to call or email the township 

office. Working on an agreement to exchange services for use of beaver townships grader.  

 

Recreation Committee: Bonnie Adams, absent and resigned along with no report. 

 

Old Business:  

No old business to discuss 

 

New Business: 

Vacating the upper part of Derringer Street known as Dump road). Two years ago, Derringer 

road was brought up by Supervisor Rohrbach to apply for a dirt and gravel grant. This road lost 

the liquid fuel money which was supposed to be used to maintain that road. The road has not 

been maintained for years; the past supervisors did not want to apply for the grant. Once the road 

is vacated, it would get absorbed to the property owners that the road goes through. 

Vacating the upper portion of Derringer St. (aka Dump Road) 

• A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to have a hearing to vacate the upper portion 

Derringer St. (aka Dump Rd.) from Weston to Derringer 

All in favor: “Aye” 

Hearing for vacating upper portion of Derringer St to be held on April 2nd 2020 at 5:30pm 

• A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to have a hearing to vacate the upper portion 

Derringer St. on April 2nd 2020 at 5:30pm. 

All in favor: “Aye” 

 

Seal Coat project   

• A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to approve to advertise the bid package for 

Bituminous Seal Coat 

All in favor: “Aye” 

 



• A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to have the engineer put the project out for 

bid at the cost of $3,500.00 

All in favor: “Aye” 

 

 

• Swimming Pool was not winterized properly, the underground pipes and basket catch 

area were not drained nor prepared with an antifreeze or plugged. The pool itself was 

drained too much; not enough water to protect shallow end jets. The damage will not be 

known until the spring time. The kiddie pool walls are falling off into the pool as well. 

Aquatic Facility Design, INC. can give an estimate and give a report of what the pool 

might need. The report would cost $4,900. Testing the sturdiness of the pool would cost 

$3,100. Pressure testing would cost $1,800. These are options to assess the pool. Once 

the weather permits, a worker can come out and look into our township pool.  

 

• Schuylkill County Emergency management was called to see how many runs are able to 

be put on a card. Some calls go to Luzerne county, calls are routed through Schuylkill. 

Schuylkill county is considering to turn us to Luzerne county.  

 

• Appoint a Codes Officer 

A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to Appoint Charlie J. Nahas at a rate of 

$19.25/hr                  

All in favor: “Aye” 

 

• Appoint a Chair Person for Head of Recreation 

A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to table head of recreation person 

All in favor: “Aye” 

No one is interested at this point due to late notice.  

 

• Sign letter of Intent for Lyndsay Quick Books one on one training through DCED, which 

is able to be done for new hires. The chairperson has to sign this and the secretary has to 

witness this. This is a state program of training.  

A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to have Rick Davis sign the Letter of Intent 

All in favor: “Aye” 

 

• Entrust Energy contract was due March 6th 2020. The previous rate was 69 cents per 

kilowatt, it has changed to 63 cents per kilowatt. The contract is for 3 years.  

 

• Electric Contract 

A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to have Rick Davis sign the contract 

All in favor: “Aye” 

 

 

Efforts to communicate with Supervisor Adams has a total cost of $675.00 in January 2020.  

 

Reviewed Public Comment from last meeting: 



Addressed all potholes that supervisors were aware of, made corrections from Brush St to 

Pineapple St. The road crew will be sent out the day after the meeting to fill the holes.  

   

 

The next work session will be held Wednesday March 18th at 10:00. 

 

The next regular meeting will be held _April 2nd__ at _6:00 which will be preceded by the 

hearing at 5:30pm. 

 

Public Comment:   

 

Dave Knelly, Pineapple St, Nuremburg- would like to know if he owns property in Black Creek 

Township can he use the recycling center. Rohrbach answered yes. He added there is a water cap 

that keeps coming off, in which it ends up on his property. Supervisor Rohrbach answered that 

Lyndsay can call and have it fixed.  

 

Mr. Brugger, Hazle St, Weston- was told he would receive a call from Suez Water company for a 

previous issue but never did. Wished Rohrbach luck with trying to get in touch with them. 

 

Terry Malloy- represent for Luzerne bank is here to give information regarding the townships 

general fund with an interest rate of 1%. Supervisor Rohrbach received a proposal and she saved 

it but asked for a new proposal to be sent. 

 

Denise Davis- brought up that she received an inappropriate letter sent from someone 

anonymously in the township. She felt intruded on and asked to speak face to face or put it on the 

Facebook page if this person has something, they feel they need to speak about.  

 

Dave Yamulla- has some background information regarding the Dump Road for the supervisors 

to read in their own time. Supervisor Rohrbach replied that she looked into a grant that could put 

the road back to forest  

& meadow. She asked if he would be interested in that. He replied he would prefer that it stays a 

road. He does not think it’s necessary to waste money on that road.  He is in favor of having this 

road vacated.  

 

Dan Tolotti- who is another property owner on Dump road, which is fine with vacating the road. 

He is concerned about the liability issues with this land. Dave Yamulla answered that Dan can 

put a gate up on his end of the road. Attorney McDonald suggested to put a no trespassing sign 

up.  

 

Adjournment: 

A motion by Rohrbach, seconded by Davis, to adjourn the meeting at 6:55p.m.  

 


